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A BEGINNERS BLOGGING CHECKLIST 

CREATE YOUR BLOG RIGHT THE FIRST TIME 

 

 

So, you're ready to create a blog, but there are SO many things to think of that you 

don't even know where to start.  It's okay, really.  We've all been there.   

This checklist will simplify the process.  I’ve only listed my choice of service 

providers to help you speed up the process.  If you want more information on my 

choices, read the whole post at https://diybizchicks.com/wordpress/create-a-blog-
a-beginners-blogging-guide/   

✓ Go to NameCheap and register your domain name 

✓ Get your hosting at  SiteGround.  

✓ Point your domain name's DNS to your host, SiteGround   That done, you 

can install Wordpress.org through your cpanel in SiteGround 

✓ Choose a theme – a free theme through your Wordpress dashboard OR 

✓ Buy a premium theme at Genesis  

You now have a VERY basic website set up – way to go. 

✓ Go to the Plugin section in your Dashboard and install the following plugins: 

▪ Akismet - to catch spam comments. 

▪ Yoast SEO - very useful to help with post SEO and to integrate 

social media. 

▪ Ninja Forms - great for your contact page form, highly 

customizable for lots of other forms. 

▪ Click to tweet - allows readers to click a section of your post to 

tweet. 

▪ Pretty Link lite - super useful to do 301 redirects if you change 

location of a post, and to customize affiliate links. 

▪ Social Warfare or Shareaholic - for share and follows on 

social media - a must have on all your posts, of course. 

▪ Updraft Plus - best I've found for a site backup.  You can 

backup to Dropbox, email, Amazon and a bunch others.  Paid, 
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but worth it if when your site goes down and you need to 

restore it. 

▪ Sucuri - a great security plugin to limit login attempts and lots 

more. 

▪ Google Analytics - great to be able to see your traffic at a 

glance from your dashboard. 

This list is by no means exhaustive but do remember that using too many plugins 

will affect how fast/slow your site loads.   KEEP THEM UPDATED! 

There are a number of tasks you need to check off your list now - before you 

start posting content. 

✓ Decide on your brand colors and fonts now - much easier. BRANDING 

MATTERS.  Keep a file with the fonts and hex#'s of the colors you're going 

to use as a fast reference.  You can thank me later for this one - it'll save a 

TON of time. 

✓ Create a sitemap - this is so the search engines know your site exists and 

they will crawl it.  If you have the Yoast plugin, it's really simple to do it 

through there. 

✓ Install Google Analytics - go here to get started; it's free, and absolutely 

necessary to track data about your website  

✓ Configure your site title and description under Settings/General.  You can 

also customize it through the Yoast plugin.   

✓ Now is also the time to set up your social media accounts that link your 

business together.  It's super useful to have your social media accounts set up 

with the same name and colors as your blog - just part of your overall 

consistent branding.  You can do this as well through Yoast and your social 

share plugin that you installed earlier. 

✓ Set up your favicon - a.k.a. small logo.   

✓ Go to Aweber and set up your autoresponder now.  The first month is free. 
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✓ Set up a few basic pages: 

▪ About page - spend some time on this one; it's one of the most 

looked at pages.  Visitors want to know who you are. 

▪ Contact page - a basic page for people to send you a 

message.  You can set it up through the Ninja Forms plugin and 

add the code. 

▪ Disclaimer, disclosure, terms of use, privacy policy pages - 

absolutely necessary so your visitors know what you do with 

their information and how you use it. It's the law. 

TIME TO START YOUR ENGINES AND POST! 

✓ brainstorm blog topics 

✓ create an editorial calendar with your topics 

✓ start creating some good freebies so you can start growing your email 

list.  Keep it simple!  Checklists, quick reports, nothing fancy yet. 

✓ set up Aweber and up an opt-in on your blog to collect emails. 

✓ check out some affiliate sites in your niche so you can link to them in your 

posts and start to earn commissions. 

✓ START BLOGGING CONSISTENTLY.  1-2 times per week to start. 

WHEW!  That really was a lot of work and for those of you that completed the 

whole list - good for you. You now know how to create a blog from scratch. 

LEARN MORE AT: 

Create A Blog – A Beginners Blogging Guide 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Many of the links here are my affiliate links.  It helps to keep my blog alive 

and bring you valuable content. I only endorse what I have used and love. 
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